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Please read the following key points before installing this kit. 
 
1 – Before performing the subframe connector installation, the vehicle must be completely 
assembled with all body and component parts installed (e.g. fenders, hood, quarterpanels, 
trunk, full interior, engine, glass, etc.).  Basically, the subframe connectors should be one of 
the last components installed on your vehicle.  Reason being is you want the vehicle settled 
with all of it’s own final weight.  The car’s body is always in constant tension, with forces 
pushing or pulling within the chassis & body.  You want to make sure these forces don’t 
change after you install the subframe connectors.  For example, if you installed subframe 
connectors before installing the engine and body panels this may result in having misaligned 
fenders, door panels and/or hood later on.  The car must be in it’s final state before the 
subframe connectors are installed. 
 
2 – The subframe connectors must be installed on an alignment rack or floor ramps (all 4 
wheels).  The vehicle must be sitting on it’s wheels at ride height in order to install the 
subframe connectors.  Do not use a two-post lift, as this will load the chassis/body in the 
wrong points causing the chassis to tweak. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.carid.com/hotchkis/


 4014 

Hotchkis Performance LLC. 2 

4014 
 Subframe Connectors 67-76 Chrysler A-
Body 

Subframe Connectors
Your new subframe connectors will increase the overall rigidity of your chassis and 
improve handling and response. These engineered components connect the rear frame 
rails with the front subframe to simulate a complete full frame chassis. 

: 

Notes
The subframe connector is essentially a Weld-In component, effectively connecting the 
front subframe and rear frame rails. 

: 

Before You Start
The installation of these subframe connectors will require you to grind and weld.  It is 
recommended that a trained professional install this product.  Always wear eye 
protection when grinding or welding.  

: 

Please read the entire manual before starting. All 
images will depict the driver side installation. 

http://www.carid.com/suspension-systems.html
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1. Raise Vehicle
It is best to install the subframe connectors at ride height.  To do this properly, please 
use a 4-Post lift or alignment rack.  Disconnect the negative battery cable. 

2. Prepare Subframe Pieces for Welding
Subframe pieces come fully powder coated so you will want to first prep them for the 
welding process.  Sand the front section and the rear mounting bracket where the parts 
will be welded. 
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3. Trial Fit the Subframe Connectors
Before we weld anything we must first determine where we need to grind for welding 
and how the front mounting bracket is going to be positioned. 

The front mounting point is located in-line with the front frame rails just outboard of 
the torsion bar rear mounting point.  The rear mounting point is located at the front 
section of the rear frame rails.  Grind and clean these areas as shown in the picture. 
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In some cases there may be a brake line tab on the driver side cross frame.  It will be 
in the way of the Hotchkis front mount bracket.  The line tab is not critical and can be 
removed.  Unbolt the tab and push the brake line up and out of the way. 
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Grab one of the subframe connectors and position it onto the vehicle.  Please note that 
there is a specific driver side and passenger side connector.  Slide the rear bracket over 
the rear frame rails so that the bottom of the connector is somewhat flush with the 
bottom of the rear frame rail.  See picture. 
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Install the front mounting bracket onto the front end of the connector.  Mark the 
chassis to record the position of the front bracket. 
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3. Welding the Front Mounting Bracket 

Remove the connectors and reposition the front mounts to the chassis as marked.  
Tack-weld the front mount to the chassis.  Double-check that the front mount is in the 
correct position by trial fitting the connector once more. 
 

 
 
Once the position is confirmed weld the entire bracket to the frame.   
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4. Weld in the Subframe Connector 

Before welding, be sure that all of the surfaces that you will be welding is clean.   
 

Use a screw jack to hold the subframe connector in place.  Now weld the subframe 
connector to the front mounting bracket. 
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Next, weld the rear bracket to the rear frame rails.  There are 4 rosette holes on each 
side of the rear mount.  Rosette weld these holes and weld the rest of the mount as 
shown below.  Repeat on other side of the bracket. 

 
If you find that the rear section of the bracket has too much gap between the bracket 
and the frame rail, you can use vise grips to squeeze the sides together to take up the 
gap.  Likewise, if you have too much gap between the bottom of the bracket and the 
bottom of the frame rail, then you can use a hammer to slightly bend the bottom 
portion of the bracket up to close the gap.  The bracket was designed with reliefs at the 
bend area for this purpose.   
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10. Paint 

After the metal has cooled down, paint all exposed raw surfaces with a rust resistant 
paint. 
 

 
 

 
 


	UImproperly installed or installed by someone other than a qualified, licensed auto mechanic experienced in the installation and removal of suspension products;
	UImproperly serviced, misused, or modified, altered or subjected to abuse, negligence, accident or collision;
	UInstalled in any vehicle that has been modified;
	UInstalled on any vehicle that has carried loads in excess of automobile manufacturer suggested weight limits; or
	UInstalled on any vehicle that has been subject to abnormal or excessive use, including rallying, racing, or racing-type activities or off-road use.
	UDid you register the product at U0TUwww.hotchkis.netU0TU or via the mail-in warranty card within 30 days of purchase?
	UIs the product appropriate to your application?
	UDid you carefully and thoroughly read the instructions provided along with the product?
	UDo you have the original invoice or sales receipt?
	UIs the return date within 36 months from the purchase date?
	UAre you the original purchaser?
	UWas the product properly installed by a qualified, licensed auto mechanic?
	UHas the product been installed on the original vehicle on which it was installed at all times?
	UIs the product unmodified and clean?
	UIs the reason for return a legitimate product defect?

