
1968-72 GM A-BODY LS ENGINE SWAP HEADERS 
70101518HKR, 70101518-1HKR, 70101518-3HKR, 70101519HKR, 70101519-1HKR, & 70101519-3HKR 

Installation Instructions 

Thank you for purchasing/using a Hooker brand product. These headers are part of the complete Hooker LS engine swap solution for 
1968-72 GM A-body vehicles.  These instructions have been written with the assumption that you have already installed an LS engine 
and transmission into your A-body vehicle using associated Hooker engine mounting brackets. 

Automotive work can be dangerous.  Work only on a clean, dry and level surface and use lifting/supporting equipment specifically 
designed for automotive work.  If you are unsure of your capability, or that of your equipment, seek professional assistance to install 
these components. 

These headers are designed for off-road/competition use only and carry no CARB E.O. exemption to permit legal installation/use on 
pollution controlled motor vehicles.  

NOTE:  An O2 bung is included on each header collector for providing O2 sensor compatibility/operation. The beyond-horizontal 

clocked position of the bungs will provide reliable use of wide-band O2 sensors, if desired.  Trimming the 4L80/4L85 
transmission case bell housing inspection cover mounting flanges, and the cover itself, flush with the sides of the LS engine 
will reduce the effort required to R&R these transmissions from the vehicle in the future.  At a minimum, the tip of the left side 
ears of the bellhousing and inspection cover of 4L80/4L85 transmissions will need to be trimmed off (approximately 3/4”) to 
provide compatibility with these headers. 

BEFORE BEGINNING… 

Check that the hardware package includes the following: 

Qty. Description 

12 M8 x 1.25 Header Bolts 

INSTALLATION: 

1. Disconnect the negative terminal on the battery, if connected.

2. Remove the spark plug wires, spark plugs, and engine oil dipstick/tube from the engine.

3. Working from the bottom of the car, place a stock (new or used) GM multi-layer steel manifold gasket between the left side header

assembly and the cylinder head.  Attach the header assembly to the cylinder head with (x6) supplied header bolts.  Tighten the bolts

to approximately 15 ft./lbs.

https://www.carid.com/hooker/


4. Place a stock (new or used) GM multi-layer steel manifold gasket between the right side header assembly and the cylinder head.

Attach the header assembly to the cylinder head with the remaining (x6) supplied header bolts.  Tighten the bolts to approximately

15 ft./lbs.

5. Reinstall/re-connect the spark plugs, plug wires, engine oil dipstick/tube, and negative battery cable.

COMPATIBILITY INFORMATION: 

These headers are installable/compatible with all GM TH350, TH400, 700R4, 2004R, 4L60E-4L70E and 4L80E/4L85E automatic or 
Tremec OE LS 4th-gen F-body T56 and aftermarket T56 Magnum manual transmissions. 

These headers are designed for installation with Hooker Blackheart LS engine swap brackets and 2.5” and 3” dual exhaust system co-
developed for this vehicle application. Factory column shift linkage may require modifications to enable compatibility with these 
headers; an aftermarket column shift linkage rod, such as those available from Lokar, may be preferable/required for use in column-
shift applications. 

Rely only on high-grade performance exhaust systems offered on our virtual shelves. 

https://www.carid.com/exhaust-systems.html

