








Instructions for headlight bucket repair kit 
The headlight buckets for 1965-66 Mustangs have a design flaw that characteristically 
results in premature failure at the upper/inner "mounting flange", where the "mounting 
flange" makes a right angle turn which connects it to the "bucket body". This area of the 
casting is only about 7/10" wide and quite thin.  

CPC's solution to this problem is a fairly quick fix, as follows and remember the value of this 
product is that you don't have to repaint your bucket, if you handle with care.  

**Please read the instructions first, before attempting to repair the 
headlight bucket**  

Step 1: Break off the entire broken mounting flange and using the repair panel as a guide, file 
or grind any remnant of the old flange or any casting flash or burr that prevents the repair 
panel from making contact with the headlight bucket.  

Step 2: Clean any loose paint from the contact area to ensure adequate bonding. 

Step 3: Bolt the repair panel to the fender bucket using the standard ~-20 bolt with 
washer.  

Step 4: Trial fit the modified headlight bucket to the fender. Note that the headlight bucket 
design allows some distortion and some distortion may be required to allow installation of 
the 3 remaining mounting bolts. Distort the bucket as is possible to make it fit as closely as 
possible to the repair panel.  

Step 5: With a pencil or scriber, mark the area of the headlight bucket surface where the 
patch is to be bonded. Mix enough J-B Weld to apply several-beads approximately 1/8" 
thick within the marked area.  

Step 6: Carefully position the repair panel on the headlight bucket without pressing firmly in 
place and install this fabrication while still wet into the fender bucket. Wipe any excess J-B
Weld away making sure to fill any gap between the bucket and panel. Caution: If excess 
adhesive oozes out of the joint and onto the fender bucket surface, you may not be able to 
remove your repaired bucket from the fender, so be careful. Isolate these surfaces with a 
piece of plastic bag if necessary but use caution. Allow adhesive to cure 16 hours, (per J-B
Weld instruction sheet) before continuing.  

Step 7: Remove the repaired bucket, clean up as required, and pat yourself on the back 
because you just saved the cost of a new headlight bucket and the cost to repaint it to 
match your car.  

View other replacement header panels made by California Pony Cars on our website.

https://www.carid.com/header-panels.html
https://www.carid.com/california-pony-cars/

